Abstract: The valley of Kashmir, being ethno-linguistically inordinately complex region, has accommodated different language speakers in its overall linguistic stratification. Apart from major languages like Kashmiri, Dogri, Ladakhi etc there are a multitude of minority languages like Burushaski, Shina, Balti etc. This paper will attempt to find out Burushaski language vitality among Burushos in Kashmir valley. It focuses on the domain analysis that is the domains where Burushaski is used and the domains where other languages are used. The paper is based on the questionnaires that the investigator took.
Introduction
Burushaski, also known by the names of Boorishki, Brugaski, Kanjut, Werchikwar and Mishaski is a language isolate spoken by some 87,000 Burusho people in Hunza, Nagar and Yasin area of Northern Pakistan. Linguistically, Burushaski has been termed as a language isolate because it does not characterize the genetic relationship with the surrounding language families like Indic, Sino-Tibetan, Dardic etc. Burushaski has been compared to almost every language on earth; no fully convincing relationships have yet been established. Modern taxonomic methods are, however, beginning to yield results. Ruhlen (1989) classified Burushaski as a language isolate: "its genetic affiliation remains a complete mystery" but Ruhlen (1992) reports on a possible classification of Burushaski as a separate branch of a newly proposed Dene-Caucasian super stock. More recently, Blazek and Bengtson (1995) list tens of etymologies relating Burushaski to the Yeniseian languages, spoken by a hundred people along the Yenisei River in Siberia. None of these efforts has been accepted by scholarly consensus.
Burushaski speakers of Jammu and Kashmir are settled in and around a small locality by the foothills of Hariparbat in Srinagar, the capital of Jammu and Kashmir. The locality is known as Mohalla Azur Khan, named after Raja Azur Khan. Jammu and Kashmir Burushos are also reported to live in Tral (Pulwama), Batamaloo, and Dandusa in Bemina area of Srinagar. Jammu and Kashmir Burushos refer to their language as miśāski (mi-our + śāski-language).Exact number of the speakers of Jammu and Kashmir Burushaski is not available. According to the members of this speech community 300-350 Burushos live in Srinagar. Exact number of the speakers of Jammu and Kashmir Burushaski is not available. Munshi(2006) mentions that "Ethnologue (2005) mentions Burushaski speakers in India but does not provide about the specific information about the number of speakers and their exact location." According to the members of this speech community 300-350 Burushos live in Srinagar. The members of the Burushaski community in Srinagar form a tightly-knit subculture within the broader Kashmiri society. Almost all Burushos are related to each other. Burushos of Kashmir follow the Jaffaria School of thought. Most of the members of this community are the descendants of a tribal king who was originally from Nagar, Pakistan. It is for this reason that some members of the community claim to ascribe to a "higher" social status in terms of lineage, and while the rest are considered of a nonroyal descent by this sub-group. J & K Burushos of the present day include some members who were originally from Hunza and probably migrated at a later stage. While Burushos enjoy a state domicile and have recently been offered a Scheduled Tribe status by the Government of India, in the state of Jammu & Kashmir under Mandal commission. The migration of Burushos to Kashmir valley from Hunza and Nagar has taken place in 1891.This migration is the result of various political upheavals at these places. Certain historical accounts believe that this group migrated in intervals from 1891 onwards.
The linguistic repertoire of Jammu and Kashmir Burushos includes Burushaski, Balti, Kashmiri, Urdu and English. Language spoken at home is usually Burushaski. Balti, Kashmiri and Urdu are also used with varying degrees that is based on the linguistic proficiency of the individual and the social context in which they are used. The language that is used with the majority i.e. Kashmiri speakers is Urdu and Kashmiri. Being a highly educated community English is known to them. It is used as a language of communication for official and business purposes.
Methodology
The present study is based on the data collected from 76 language respondents during an intensive field work. The language respondents have been divided in social variables viz a) Age and b) Gender. Education although may be a significant social variable in some other studies but in the present study it has been observed that Burushos are educated across age and gender. The pilot survey has given the idea that education is not a relevant sociolinguistic variable to measure the issues related to the present study. The respondents were taken from Mohalla Azur Khan, Kathi Darwaza, Srinagar. All the respondents were the native speakers of Burushaski.
The questionnaire acted as a tool for eliciting the sociolinguistic data from the Burushos speech community. It consists of two sections. Each section has its own focus. 
Domain analysis
The concept of domain was first proposed by Fishman as a way of looking at language choice. According to Fishman, domains are institutional context in which one language variety is more likely to be appropriate than another. Domains are constellation of factors such as location, activities, and participants. In this paper, language use of Burushos in five domains was examined. These domains were determined by interlocutor, activities and settings as shown in Table 1 .1 
Language use in Five Domains
In this paper 76 subjects were interviewed for their language use patterns in 5 domains. In this paper, the language use of Burushaski in the Home domain stands out to indicate the strong language vitality of Burushaski. In Burushaski community, a shift to any other language does not reward one with high status and respect in turn but rather a bad evaluation from the in group people.
Language use in an unpredictable mixed group domain:
In some other studies the mosque domain is placed at the other end of the continuum from the Home domain if a continuum of domains is ever used. In this study, the two domains government and mosque are grouped together and labeled as unpredictable mixed group domain. The term mixed group domain refers to the situation in which the initiator of the conversation cannot predict whether the interlocutor is a Burushaski speaker or not because in these domains both Burushaski and Kashmiri speakers exist. As a result one cannot easily predict which language should be used to talk to the interlocutor. Based on the analysis above, it is clear that Burushaski is the dominant language in an un-predictable mixed group. This indicates a strong vitality of the Burushaski language.
Language use in Predictable mixed group domain:-Education, market and workplace are grouped together as mixed group domain in which both Burushaski and Kashmiri speakers and Burushaski speakers exist. Different from the unpredictable mixed group domain, in the predictable mixed group domain, the initiator of the conversation can predict whether the Interlocutor is Burushaski or not or they know the particular norm for any topic or situation. . For example an employee should have knowledge about which language he is supposed to talk with the boss or colleagues. Table 1 .5 is a summary of language use in these three domains: In these three domains, the language use of Burushaski dropped to a great extent comparing the use of other language such as Kashmiri, Urdu and, English as Fig. 1 .5 shows. The use of Urdu language in these three domains is dominant followed by the use of Kashmiri and then by English. The workplace is the domain that exhibits the highest use of Urdu language. As figure 1.8 shows Urdu stays as the dominant language. On an average 60%of subjects choose Urdu to communicate in their work places being the official language of the state. Among the subjects of study nearly 30%use English in formal occasions and 5% choose Kashmiri.
From the discussion above one can see that Burushaski is the dominant language in all the three groups of domains under investigation, although actual percentages are slightly different from domain to domain as fig. 1.9 shows 
Conclusions
Language use in 5 domains was discussed respectively. According to the use of Burushaski 5 domains were grouped into 3 main domain groups: a. The home domain b. The unpredictable mixed group domain. c. The predictable mixed group domain.
It was revealed that Burushaski language has absolute dominance in the home domain ( fig. 1.3 ). Over 90 % of the speakers speak Burushaski in home domain. This indicates strong vitality of Burushaski language. In the mixed group domain, the use of Burushaski is not as dominant as in the home domain ( fig. 1.4 
